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Park and pay until 8: Oakland
lawmakers won't lighten up on
meter enforcement -- yet 
 
By Kelly Rayburn
Oakland Tribune 
 
Posted: 09/23/2009 11:48:26 AM PDT 
 
Updated: 09/23/2009 08:19:40 PM PDT
OAKLAND — A proposal to roll back parking-meter
enforcement from 8 p.m. to 6 p.m. fell short of
passing at a City Council meeting that stretched into
the early hours of Wednesday morning. 
 
The vote on the parking matter followed nearly
three hours of debate and further angered
merchants who say business has been harmed by
recent changes to the city's parking polices —
including extending meter enforcement to 8 p.m.  
 
Carl Chan, president of the Oakland Chinatown
Chamber Foundation, who developed ideas on how
the city could generate revenue to offset shortened
enforcement hours, said business owners and their
employees are suffering from the extended hours. 
 
He attributed some of the decline in business to
broader economic trends but said parking polices
are doing their part, too. One Chinatown restaurant
has already closed, he said. 
 
"My disappointment is: Why can't the city truly see
what we see?" he said. "It definitely, to me, is a
disaster not only for Chinatown, but for the city of
Oakland." 
 
The council voted June 30 to adopt a number of
new parking policies, including extending
enforcement hours, increasing the hourly parking

rate from $1.50 to $2, increasing fines for most
violations and beefing up parking-enforcement
personnel, to help fill what was an $83 million
deficit.

The city anticipated losing $1.3 million a year if the
enforcement hours were rolled back to 6 p.m. That
would mean losses of about $900,000 from
October to the end June, when the fiscal year ends. 

Councilmember Patricia Kernighan (Grand Lake-
Chinatown), who proposed scaling back the
enforcement, joined council President Jane Brunner
(North Oakland) and Councilmember Jean Quan
(Montclair-Laurel) in offering a set of actions they
said could generate at least $560,000 of the
$900,000. 

Others weren't convinced and noted that even if the
$560,000 did come in, it fell short.

"I am not wedded to the parking meter times so
much that I would be unwilling to let them be rolled
back," said Councilmember Desley Brooks
(Eastmont-Seminary). "What I am wedded to is a real
budget that makes sense for this city."

The proposed ordinance fell one vote shy of the
five it needed. Supporting it were Kernighan,
Brunner, Quan and Councilmember Larry Reid
(Elmhurst-East Oakland). Councilmembers Nancy
Nadel (Downtown-West Oakland) and Rebecca
Kaplan (at-large), both of whom also voiced concern
about the budget, joined Brooks in abstaining.
Councilmember Ignacio De La Fuente (Glenview-
Fruitvale) was absent.

The council will grapple with the parking issue
again in two weeks when they will consider
proposals to fill the full $900,000 gap or, instead,
to roll back enforcement to 7 p.m. rather than 6 p.m. 
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The parking changes — and the lack of notification
about them — left people across Oakland feeling the
city was targeting them unfairly.  
 
"The standing joke here," said Virgil Jackson, a high
school biology teacher who lives near downtown,
"is: 'How do you get a ticket in Oakland? Simple. Just
stop your car.'"  
 
Jackson's line drew laughter, but at other times the
anger in the chamber was palpable. An observer
quipped that it seemed people had channeled their
"inner Joe Wilson," a reference to the South Carolina
representative who shouted "You lie!" during
President Barack Obama's speech to a joint session
of Congress. One speaker asked if he could have his
"Kanye West 25 seconds back" when he was
interrupted at the microphone. 
 
Allen Michaan, who operates the Grand Lake
Theater, pledged once again Wednesday to lead a
recall effort of the entire council and Mayor Ron
Dellums if the council does not scale back
enforcement hours, set parking rates at 50 cents an
hour, end aggressive ticketing and forgive all tickets
issued since July 1.  
 
Jonathan Bair, an Oakland blogger and head of the
city's Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee,
was one of the few voices at the meeting for keeping
meter enforcement at 8 p.m. He said the switch
would cost too much "to subsidize parking for
leisure activities" and urged council members to
further evaluate the new policies this fall before
making changes. 
 
"Oakland is looking to you for leadership," he said.
"All of the people that depend on vital city services
but don't have the attention of the television news
need you to make responsible decisions about the
city's budget." 
 

But Brunner said it was clear the new parking
polices are upsetting people, and not just those who
showed up at City Hall.

"I think when you have this many people this upset,
it's our job to respond and listen and not just go
forward and say, 'We're going to continue doing
what we did,'"‰" she said. "I'm willing to agree with
(Kernighan): We made a mistake."

Reach Kelly Rayburn at 510-208-6435. 
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