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Fatal victims in Oakland triple-
shooting identified 
 
By Kristin Bender and Harry Harris
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OAKLAND — Two men who were shot dead in their
home Wednesday evening likely knew the person
who fired a series of fatal shots at them, police said
Thursday.  
 
The men, Damon Wessel, 48, and Michael Caldwell,
44, were roommates at one of the units in the
rambling four-plex that sits on a high embankment
at the end of winding Canon Avenue next to Dimond
Park, said Sgt. Gus Galindo.  
 
The surviving victim, a 27-year-old man whose
name was not released, was staying at the home. He
was listed in serious but stable condition at a local
hospital Thursday. Police have not released a motive
or made any arrests in the triple shooting.  
 
Galindo said it was not a random attack and it
appears that the victims knew the gunman. 
 
The four-plex is for sale and a lender had approved
a "short sale" Thursday, said Prudential real estate
agent Rima Khouri, who did not know the victims.  
 
"I'm dumbfounded to be honest with you. All day, I
have not been able to function. I don't know what
happened," she said in a telephone interview.  
 
Khouri said that under normal circumstance the
potential buyers would tour the property after lender
approval. But those interested in buying the place
were "freaked out" about what happened at the house

Thursday, she said. 

Neighbors said the men had recently moved into
the home and were renting from the owner of the
sprawling building. Khouri said she did not know
how long the men had lived there. 

More than a dozen police officers responded to the
shooting at 8:40 p.m. Wednesday. After the
shooting, one of the men was able to lock and
barricade the door. Police forced entry into the
home within minutes of the 911 call that was placed
by one of the victims, who was still able to speak. It
was not clear Thursday if the caller is the man who
survived. 

Witnesses told police they saw a white vehicle
leaving the scene, but police had no other
information on the suspect or suspects. 

At Dimond Park Thursday, mothers sat in a circle on
the grass with their children and strollers having a
picnic while Jose Chavez, 17, and four of his friends
leaned against a white guard rail at a small parking
lot next to the park talking. The teens said they
come to the park regularly and were shocked to hear
about the killings. 

"Every time I come here it's hecka quiet and there's
lot of kids running around,'' the 17-year-old said. 

Jorge Plata, 36, and his buddy had just finished
swimming at the pool in the park when they heard
the news of the killings. "It's a family friendly
neighborhood with people who come here to enjoy
the trees and the park. We've never seen any drama
here,'' Plata said. The murders were the 84th and
85th in Oakland this year. At this time last year,
there were 104 murders. Police are offering up to
$25,000 in reward money for information leading to
the arrest and conviction of the suspect or suspects.
Anyone with information should call Crime Stoppers
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at 510-777-8572 or 510-777-3211 or the Oakland
Police Department at 510-238-3821.
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