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Pop music: The Orange
Peels get serious 
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The Orange Peels like to keep time with the U.S.
president's terms of office. 
 
The melodic indie-pop band, which calls Sunnyvale
home, released its debut CD, "Square," in 1997 and
its sophomore outing, "So Far," in 2001. The group
followed with "Circling the Sun" in 2005. 
 
So, it's been four years — and, like clockwork, the
Orange Peels have a new album out. It's called
"2020," and fans of bright, shiny West Coast pop are
going to love it. 
 
As expected, "2020" is filled with lush, layered
vocals from band leader Allen Clapp and tons of
bubbly, busy production work. Yet, there's a slightly
darker side to "2020" than what we've heard in the
past from the band. (Remember, we're talking about
the Orange Peels here — and even on Clapp's
dreariest day, he's still the type of guy who would
stop to pet a puppy.)  
 
Clapp admits that he wasn't always in the cheeriest
of moods while working on these songs in the
studio of the Eichler home he shares with his wife,
and Orange Peels bassist, Jill Pries. You see, Clapp
isn't just a rock star — he's something that I
consider to be even cooler: a journalist. (In fact, we
worked together back in the '90s at the same paper
on the Peninsula.)  
 

And, like many journalists, Clapp suddenly found
himself without a day job earlier this year. That
definitely factors into "2020," a work that Clapp says
could be subtitled, "What I Did on my Recession."

Clapp, a studio rat if there ever was one, used his
unexpected spare time to craft what may well be the
best Orange Peels CD to date. I like it a tad better
than "Circling the Sun," although that disc's title
track remains my favorite Orange Peels song.

Your chance to hear the new songs is Friday, when
the Orange Peels host a CD release party for "2020"
at San Francisco's Make-Out Room, 3225 22nd St.
Showtime is 7:30 p.m. The Hollyhocks open. Tickets
are $7. For more information, visit www.
theorangepeels.com .

South Bay bluesman J.C. Smith has lined up some
truly great, and very appropriate, players for his
"Tribute to Howlin' Wolf" concert. Topping the list is
the always superb Hubert Sumlin, who is best known
for playing lead guitar in Wolf's band in the '50s and
'60s. Sumlin also came in at No. 65 on Rolling
Stone's famed list of the 100 Greatest Guitarists of
All Time — although, let's be real, he should have
placed higher. 

Joining Sumlin is another Howlin' vet, saxophonist
Eddie Shaw. Chicago blues fans won't want to miss
this one. The Wolf tribute goes down at 8 p.m.
Saturday at Montalvo Arts Center's Carriage House
Theatre, 15400 Montalvo Road. Tickets are
$31-$40. Call 408-961-5858 or visit www.
montalvoarts.org .

Still hankering for more blues? Then head on over
to see the one-and-only B.B. King perform Sunday at
Campbell's Heritage Theatre, 1 W. Campbell Ave.
Showtime is 7 p.m. Willie's boy, Lukas Nelson,
opens. Tickets are $89-$99. Call 408-866-2700.
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Contact Jim Harrington at
jharrington@bayareanewsgroup.com . Read his Concert
Blog at blogs.mercurynews.com/aei/category/concerts .
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